Minutes from Tuesday 13th August 2024
DPC Management Meeting 
Held at 1pm @ Grove Court, Ovenden, Halifax.
In attendance: Marion Spruce, Malcolm Kielty, Phil Ingham, Martin Flynn, Nicki Slingsby.
MMA: No matters arising from the previous meeting held on Tuesday 9th July.
Workers updates: all three updates were sent out prior to the meeting to read through.
Nicki added additional information relating to the help she is offering Mr Nigel Ratcliffe. Gateway to Care passed on DPC’s Number to Nigel regarding help he needed to access online information and help accompanying him to some appointments he was immensely stressed over. Nigel is Autistic and has learning needs to struggles understanding official documents etc. He currently claims a small amount of Universal Credit to top up his part time wage. In the passed there was a department within Gateway to Care what Nigel could access and get help, but it seems this is no longer available. Martin’s wife Catherine used to work for DWP in numerous departments and may have some insight to who we can contact and how we can help Nigel in the long term. Nicki also attended an hospital appointment with our deaf member Jaqueline Copley. Jaqueline reached out to Nicki because she was struggling with transport for her Pre Op appointment due to her husband Paul being poorly. Pauline Connoly from Calderdale’s interpreting service helped by booking a BSL lady to meet us at the hospital to sign for the nurses. Nicki found the experience for a deaf person attending an appointment at the hospital quite distressing and not planned at all for Jaqueline. Pauline is hopefully coming along in October to our open meeting to talk about the closure of the current Interpreting service Calderdale offers to our deaf members. Martin suggested contacting the hospital to see what actions they have in place for the deaf community. Marion and Martin have visited Huddersfield previously to give advice on signage and access for a partially sighted or blind person, but we need to know how our deaf members would cope.
Phil talked about his work on the new podcasts that have been produced and sent out in our newsletters and on all our socials. Currently we have around 1,800 listening which is a great start. The podcasts are put up on our you tube channel and subtitles can be added for free which is great for the deaf community. Marion asked Phil if he could possibly create a piece on the upcoming Paralympics that start on 28th August in Paris. Phil will look into uploading the information so our members can watch if interested. Channel 4 are covering the event and in Calderdale alone we have at least 7 Paralympians. It was suggested that after the games we try chat to some of the local athletes to record a pod cast. 
Martin briefly talked us through his update, Beth Maguire from The Lottery will attend our Summer Garden Party and bring along a big cheque for DPC so we can take photos and let people know the great news. Martin is looking into updating our Reserve Policy documents so he has them to hand when applying for future funding. We discussed using some of our unrestricted money to hire a person to bring in revenue for DPC. Martin is going to look at job adverts online and put together a job description for a sponsorship manager. This will hopefully help DPC in the long term to replace the shortfall in future lottery payments in years 2 and 3 but hopefully help DPC become self sufficient moving forward. 
Summer Garden Party: Nicki has had 60 people request a place so it was decided Nicki would contact Paula and ask her to cater for 80 people. We usually get people turn up on the day who have not contacted DPC prior. We have Sonia Moorhouse and Lyn Lawson BSL interpreters booked for the event. Tony Austin [ a singer recommended by Memory Lane] has agreed to come along and perform in Copley. Nicki will chase up everyone and double check there is no issues. The petty cash may need a boost to hep pay for taxis and mileage paid out on the day. 
AOB: Malcolm had a phone call from Stephen Gale of Pennine Taxi’s which was quite worrying. Apparently the newly built bus station does not have a designated Taxi Rank Bay. When Stephen visited the bus station to pick up a customer, he was advised to park at the side of the bus station in the disabled bays like all the other taxi’s have been doing waiting for customers. Obviously, this is not acceptable, and Malcolm has agreed to contact our relevant local councillors to ask for clarification on when and where a taxi rank will be put, if any at all. Malcolm is yet to have a reply back regarding accessible loading and unloading taxi bays in the town centre. It was suggested maybe Kate Dearden and Tracy Brabin would be the best people to talk to.

Our next DPC Management meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th September at 1pm @ Grove Court, Ovenden, Halifax.
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