Minutes from Tuesday 16th July 2024: 
DPC Trustee Meeting
In attendance: Marion Spruce, Malcolm Kielty, Geraldine Rushton, David Ashton, Brian Sutcliffe, Donna Turner, Matin Flynn, Phil Ingham, Nicki Slingsby, Georgina King.
Apologies: Alison Schofield.
Marion opened the meeting by welcoming Georgina King one of DPC’s previous Trustee’s and Chairman. Georgina is considering joining our trustee board.
Matters arising from previous minutes: All agreed the minutes to be accurate and correct.
Workers updates: All three updates were sent out prior to read through.
Nicki briefly talked through her update. Nicki currently is also working as an advocate/befriender for Mr Nigel Ratcliffe who contacted DPC asking for online help and help when attending appointments. Gateway to Care passed on our contact details to Nigel.
Phil chatted about his ongoing work producing our new podcasts. Last week the first podcast was emailed out to all our subscribers. Phil asked if anyone wanted to be involved in a podcast chat to him. Also, if anyone knew of organisations or charities that would like to promote the work, they do contact Phil or Nicki. Malcolm suggested he does a podcast on the events he is attending over the summer at The Piece Hall on his experience and the accessibility aspect. Phil was asked if our podcasts can have BSL interpreters attached. Phil explained that we use You tube to publish the recordings and that you can have subtitles turned on to help. We realise this will not help all our deaf community, but it is early days and Nicki and Phil are learning on the job. Maybe in the future once the podcasts are up and running and established. Marion suggested we ask someone from DWP to talk about the new rules on benefit capping etc and try get a BSL attachment. Phil is also currently working on our next edition of Enabled.
Martin talked us through his update. He informed us that our first payment from the lottery as been deposited. Now the elections have taken place we can tell people we have been successful with securing 3 years of funding for DPC. Georgina suggested we contact the Halifax Courier to have a piece in their next publication. Beth Maguire from The National Lottery suggested she came along to our next event to present a large cheque to DPC for a photo opportunity to share on socials. It was agreed that Martin should contact Beth to arrange this. Martin is still drawing a blank with setting up our new Barclays account. Malcolm suggested we make alternate plans and apply to join Lloyd’s because Malcolm uses them and finds them very helpful and quick acting to set up and running. 
Martin chatted about grant applications he has applied for especially the postcode lottery. They asked if we had a reserve policy, Geraldine felt we did have one, but it was suggested Martin drew up a new policy with a reserve of £5,000. At our next trustee meeting martin will share the policy and then our trustees can vote, and Nicki can minute this. 
AOB: Malcolm wanted to chat about creating a list of accessible venues preferably without lifts being at the top of the list. He suggested we work with Hayley Parkes plus reach out to Chris Camiss for his suggestions on places he may have visited or done an access audit on prior. Malcolm suggested we can visit places and score them accordingly. 
Malcolm had concerns after chatting to Stephen Gale from Pennine Taxis. Stephen brought it to Malcolm’s attention that he was told there was no legal obligation for the council to provide accessible loading and unloading bays for accessible taxis. Malcolm has suggested he write to the council asking why this is and whether it can be considered to make it much easier for disabled travellers as well as the drivers.
Brian asked if we had considered visiting the bus station after it is finally totally open at the end of July. It was agreed that the video we have of Donna using all the entrances and accessing all the indoor areas is still up to date. Phil will share this video and all the new information shared with DPC of the bus station set up in our email newsletter. 
David asked if we had final details about our summer garden party. The party will be held on Tuesday 27th August between 1-3.30pm. The venue is Old Rishworthians Copley. The singer booked is Tony Austin. Paula from Kings Coffee shop will cater for the event. We have access of the kitchen to provide free refreshments, but the bar will be open for our members. Malcolm will bring along Play your Cards right game and Nicki will gather some prizes.

Our next trustee meeting will be held on
Tuesday 20th August at 1pm
@ Grove court, Ovenden, Halifax.
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