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In this week’s newsletter we are focusing on one 
main story, covering an important issue that the 
Calderdale disability organisations are working 

on together, namely keeping our pavements safe for people with disabilities. It’s 
an issue caused, as much as anything, by a lack of a wider understanding of the 
problems that people with disabilities face in the everyday world. The lack of any 
underlying malice does not detract from the importance of the issue and of 
getting it quickly and consistently resolved, with all parties happy. 
 

Blocked Pavements Excluding Disabled People in Calderdale 

Disability organisations in Calderdale are stepping up their campaign for the banning 
of A boards and other obstructions on our narrow pavements, following an incident 
where a disabled person collided with an illegal pavement obstruction in Hebden 
Bridge. 
 
Hebden Bridge Disability Access 
Forum (HBDAF) raised the incident 
with Calderdale Council, who took 
swift action to have the dangerous 
obstruction moved and, happily, 
the business owner immediately 
co-operated with the enforcement 
action.  
 
As well as increased enforcement, 
it’s clear that we need a well-publicised and easily understood policy from Calderdale 
Council, so businesses know what is acceptable in advance.  HBDAF has been 
corresponding with the leader and deputy leader of Calderdale Council and the head 
of their Highways department about A-boards obstructing pavements, for over two 
years now, so it really is time for the Council to take action. 
 
Pavement obstructions have increased as businesses use outside space for tables and 
chairs, to keep customers safe whilst opening up from lockdown. All pedestrians are 
affected by pavement obstacles, but especially older people, some autistic people 
and those with impaired vision or mobility, dementia or learning disabilities. 
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Pete Hoey, Chief Officer at Halifax Society for the Blind, said “The Royal National 
Institute of Blind People and the Guide Dogs Association have been warning for some 
time about reasonable and safe access requiring consideration as businesses and 
civic life as we emerge from the Pandemic. There are examples of both good and bad 
practice elsewhere in Calderdale, with safe use of pavements dependent on how 
aware business owners are. Calderdale Council needs to do more work on reminding 
local enterprises of the rules and supporting them to improve. After all, Calderdale’s 
recovery involves everybody being able to manage.” 
 
The problem affects the whole borough. A spokesperson for Calderdale Disability 
Access Forum, ACDAF, said “Our members have recently fed back to us some of their 
barriers they are facing coming out of lockdown. Through listening to them we know 
that A Boards and general obstructions on pavements such as wastebins, parked cars, 
road work improvements and traffic cones, plus café outdoor furniture can be 
dangerous and be a hazard to disabled people with a wide range of impairments. 
 

Disabled people have told us they lack 
confidence to leave their houses coming 
out of lockdown and that they feel there 
are more barriers now facing them than 
before.” 
 
Our own Disability Partnership 
Calderdale spokesperson, added “We 
urge the Council, and its head of 
Highways in particular, to address once 
and for all actions which educate 
businesses, and the public to think 
seriously of their actions of using any 

form of obstruction on the pavements which may impede wheelchair users, pram 
users, blind and sight impaired people. A workable compromise needs to be found 
quickly to allow everyone to feel safe and for businesses.” 
 
Many towns in Yorkshire have completely banned, with enforcement, advertising 
boards on pavements including York, Huddersfield and Bradford. This has improved 
access for pavement users, and there’s no evidence that trade is reduced despite the 
fears of some traders.  
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Quick Guide: Current Coronavirus Restrictions  
 
The most recent phase of easing restrictions began on 17 May. Here’s a quick guide 
to the main points. 
 
The general advice is to carry on 
working from home if you can, 
continue with the familiar 
precautions and, if you develop 
symptoms, quarantine and get 
tested.  
 
The two metre rule is now a personal 
responsibility rather than government 
guidance. 
 
Overview of most recent changes: 
 

• Outdoor gatherings can have up to 30 people, indoor gatherings can have 
up to 6 people or 2 households. 

• Indoor entertainment venues have opened with COVID-secure measures 
in place. These include cafes, pubs, cinemas, theatres, museums, etc 

• Organised indoor sport can recommence for all ages, with reasonable 
measures in place. 

• Hotels and B&Bs can reopen for groups of up to 6. 

• Funerals, weddings and other commemorative events are no longer 
limited but may be determined by how many people the COVID-secure 
venue can safely accommodate with social distancing. 

• Care home residents can have up to five named visitors (two at any one 
time), provided visitors test negative for COVID-19. 

• All higher education students are able to access in-person teaching. 

• Support groups and parent and child group gathering limits have been 
increased to 30 people (not including under 5s) 

• There is no longer a legal restriction or permitted reason required to 
travel internationally.  

mailto:info@disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org
http://www.disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org/


 

Disability Partnership Calderdale, Resource Centre, 8b Hall Street, Halifax HX1 5AY 
Tel: 07716122897 Email: info@disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org Registered Charity 1155007 

DISABILITY PARTNERSHIP CALDERDALE 

NEWSLETTER: 1 JUNE 2021 
www.disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org - 0771 612 2897 

 

Sign Up For Yorkshire Water’s Priority Services 

Sign up for Yorkshire Water’s Priority Services Now! You can register yourself or on 
behalf of someone you know – Call them on 0800 138 78 78 and get priority support 
in case of a break in supplies, plus a range of other support to help you manage your 
water supply. It’s free and anyone can sign up! 
 

CALDERDALE ADVICE, SUPPORT & MENTAL HEALTH DIRECTORY 

• Calderdale Council:  Register for their 

help by calling 01422 392890. There is 

a Deaf Text Phone - 07776454642 - for 

the deaf community to utilise if they 

need any support from Gateway to 

Care. It is manned from 9am - 5pm, 

but not during out of office hours 

• NHS: for urgent medical help, use the NHS 111 online service – only call 

111 if you’re unable to get help online; for life-threatening emergencies, 

call 999 for an ambulance. For other health issues, call your GP as normal. 

• Samaritans: call them free, day or night, 365 days a year on 116 123 

• Calderdale NHS Mental Health Helpline: 0800 183 0558 

• West Yorkshire NHS mental health services helpline: 01924 316830  

• Childline: national helpline for children/young people 0800 1111 

• Refuge: Freephone 24-Hour National Domestic Abuse Helpline – for 

women and children against domestic violence: 0808 2000 247 

• Mental health helpline: 24/7 - 0800 183 0558. 

• Safespace is run by Healthy Minds and provides out of hours (6pm -

1030pm) support for people in emotional distress. Call 01422 345154. 

• The Silver Line on 0800 470 8090 is a free confidential helpline providing 

information, friendship and advice to older people, open 24 hours a day 

• Disability Partnership Calderdale - Call our mobile number 07716122897 
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