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In this week’s newsletter look at the key points 
of the Government’s new Autism strategy, which 
comes hard on the heels of their new Disability 

Strategy. More support for disability of all kinds is massively overdue! 
 
We also look at hate crime and the effects it has on people. Happily, hate crime 
is taken seriously by both the police and local authorities and we have details of 
how to report hate crimes if you are a victim or if you witness it.  
 
Have a great week! 
 

Government’s New Autism Strategy 

The government has launched a new multi-million pound strategy to speed up 

diagnosis and improve support and care for autistic people.£74.88 million will 

be given as part of the first year of the strategy. This includes: 

• £40 million through NHS Long Term Plan 

• investing £25 million into building the capacity and capability of 7-day 

specialist multidisciplinary and crisis services supporting autistic people and 

those with a learning disability 

• investing £15 million in keyworker pilots and early-adopter sites to support 

children with the most complex needs in inpatient mental health settings, as 

well as those at risk of being admitted to these settings 

• this is in addition to the £2.5 million from the Long Term Plan for children 

and young people’s autism diagnosis 

• £31 million through mental health recovery action plan to tackle inequalities 

and build the right support in the community 

• £600,000 to fund training for staff in early-years settings, schools and 

colleges, to improve the experience of autistic children in the education 

system and prepare them for adulthood. 

• £600,000 for the extension of the early-identification programme developed 

in Bradford 

• £180,000 for the understanding autism campaign 
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Have you been affected by Hate Crime or Hate Incident? 

Hate crimes / hate incidents can take place anywhere, at home, in the street, at 

work, school or online. No-one should have to put up with it and live with the 

fear, anxiety and consequences of hate. 

A hate crime is any criminal offence which is perceived by the victim or any 

other person, to be motivated by hostility or prejudice based on a person’s 

disability, race, religion, sexual orientation or gender identity. Examples 

include: 

• Physical attacks, this includes physical assault, damage to property etc 

• Threats of attack, such as inciting hatred by words, pictures or videos, 

offensive letters, abusive or obscene telephone calls, intimidation etc 

• A hate incident is classed as hate crime when the actions of the perpetrator 

break the law. That does not make hate incidents less important. 

Hate incidents and hate crimes are serious offences with devastating impact on 

the individual, the family and friends of the victims and the wider community.  

Reporting Hate Crime 

In an emergency contact the police on 999, or in a non-emergency call 101 or 

you can report the matter through to Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 

You can always report hate crime directly to the Police or Calderdale Council 

either online or over the phone.  

To report a hate crime/ hate incident to the Council, please contact: Karen 

Scanlon on 01422 252209 

For further information please contact Sail Suleman, Cohesion & Equality 

Officer (Hate Crime Reduction) on 01422 392869. 

The Citizens Advice Bureau can liaise on your behalf from recording and 

registering the occurrence, refer it to the police, the council and putting you in 

touch with other organisations that may be able to further assist you and your 

family. 
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Blue Badge Penalties On The Up 

Research published this week reveals that councils issued 175,000 Blue Badge 

penalty notices to motorists last year, with Milton Keynes named the worst 

offending location outside London. Leeds and Bradford also featured well up 

the lists, though Calderdale was less of a hot spot for incidents. 

The research collected and analysed Freedom of Information requests to 

councils around the UK, revealing the areas with the highest number of Blue 

Badge offences. 

A Blue Badge offence includes the use of an invalid badge, the use of a badge 

by an unauthorised person, the use of a lost or stolen badge and parking in a 

Disabled space without clearly displaying a Blue Badge. 

Disability Rights UK Head of Policy Fazilet Hadi said: “Motorists need to 

understand that the Blue Badge scheme is not a luxury for Disabled people: for 

many it is an essential tool to living a full live by travelling to work, visiting 

shops  or socialising with friends and family. Some councils are clearly giving a 

high priority to enforcing the rules around the scheme and we would urge all 

other councils to follow their lead.” 

Milton Keynes issued 5,962 fines last year, the highest number by any single 

local authority.  Manchester followed closely behind with 5,799 administered 

PCNs, with motorists in Leeds racking up 4,573 Blue Badge related fines last 

year. The 33 London councils issued more than 45,000 fines. 

Joel Kempson, car insurance expert at Uswitch.com which carried out the 

research,said: “The Blue Badge scheme was introduced by the Government to 

help those with mobility issues park close to where they need to go. 

“Drivers who abuse the Blue Badge policy could face a fine of up to £1,000. Yet 

despite the risk of hefty penalties, it’s clear the law is disregarded by many 

motorists risking large fines to park for free or closer to their destination.” 
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Community Transport Calderdale Tripping Again! 

As things gradually get back to normal, Community Transport Calderdale is 

seeing increasing demand from local groups for trips. 

CEO Peter Hancock said “It’s great to see things returning to some kind of 

normality. Although we still have to make sure our trips are safe, we are seeing 

a lot more bookings. Covid measures are decided on a trip by trip basis, 

depending on the client group and the nature of the trip.” 

With some vulnerable people unable to get out for many months, the trips 

provide a valuable opportunity for them to get out of their home and have 

some kind of social activity with other people. Peter continued “People are 

social animals and there is increasing evidence that isolation has left some 

people struggling to cope. The opportunity to get out, in a Covid safe way, is a 

real lifeline for some people whose lives have been on hold for the last 18 

months” 

If you are interested in booking a trip for a group you are involved in you can 

contact Matt Birdsall to discuss availability of buses and costs on 01422 888080. 

Sign Up For Yorkshire Water’s Priority Services 
Sign up for Yorkshire Water’s Priority Services Now! You can register yourself 

or on behalf of someone you know – Call them on 0800 138 78 78 and get 

priority support in case of a break in supplies, plus a range of other support to 

help you manage your water supply. It’s free and anyone can sign up! 

Mental Health Support Directory 

• Samaritans: call them free, day or night, 365 days a year on 116 123 

• Calderdale NHS Mental Health Helpline: 0800 183 0558 

• West Yorkshire NHS mental health services helpline: 01924 316830  

• Childline: national helpline for children/young people 0800 1111 

• Refuge: National Domestic Abuse Helpline 0808 2000 247 

• Mental health helpline: 24/7 - 0800 183 0558. 

• Safespace is run by Healthy Minds 01422 345154. 

• Disability Partnership Calderdale - Call our mobile number 07716122897 
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