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This week’s newsletter is a mix of Coronavirus 
updates, with the vaccination process and the 
government’s relaxing of Coronavirus restrictions 

the main focus. We also have some good news about the Changing Places  which has 
received a welcome financial boost. Whatever you’re up to over the next few days, 
have a great week and stay safe!
 

Latest Calderdale Covid-19 Infection Rates 
169 residents tested positive for Covid-19 between 27 February and 5 March, giving 

Calderdale an infection rate of 80 per 100,000. This is a 32% fall compared to the 

same day last week.  

NHS Vaccine Text Messages – How To Recognise Them 

From March 9 the NHS will begin texting people inviting them to book their life 

saving COVID jab, making it quicker and more convenient to get an appointment. 

Almost 400,000 people aged 55 and over and 40,000 unpaid carers will be the first to 

get a text alert inviting them to book a slot as part of the latest development in the 

NHS vaccination programme, the biggest in NHS history. 

The text message will show as being from 

‘NHSVaccine’. The messages will include a web link 

for those eligible to click and reserve an appointment 

at one of more than 300 large-scale vaccination 

centres or pharmacies across England. Reminders will 

be sent 2-3 weeks after the original alert to 

encourage people to get their vaccine if they have 

not taken up the offer. 

Texts will arrive in advance of the standard letter, meaning if the trial is successful 

the solution could enable the NHS to react faster to changing vaccine supplies and fill 

appointments quickly. 

Obviously this will not apply to everyone but in case any of your family receive one 

you can advise accordingly. We are aware certain GP led practices may already send 

out text messages. This is a National rollout. Remember – The NHS will NEVER ask for 

any payment details for a vaccine. If you are unsure you can always book through 

ringing 119.  
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Statistics: Vaccine hesitancy amongst people with disabilities 

Here’s a Government analysis of the take-up of the vaccine amongst people with 

disabilities and underlying health conditions. 

A similar percentage of disabled and non-disabled adults reported vaccine hesitancy -

i.e. a reluctance to take the vaccine when offered an appointment – with figures of 

8% and 9% respectively. However, adults without an underlying health condition 

were more likely to report vaccine hesitancy (10%) than those with an underlying 

health condition (6%). This pattern was also observed for non-Clinically Extremely 

Vulnerable adults (9%) and Clinically Extremely Vulnerable adults (4%). 

The chart below shows the influence of disability, health condition and being 

Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (CEV) on vaccine take up hesitancy in Great Britain, 13 

January to 7 February 2021. The chart shows the percentage in each group who did 

not take the vaccine when offered an opportunity to do so. 

 

Calderdale Libraries Launches Reading Friends 

Calderdale Library Service has launched Reading Friends, a project that aims to tackle 

loneliness by bringing people together to read, chat and share stories. 

Do you enjoy a good book? Like looking at magazines or reading the paper? Would 

you like to chat over the phone about what you read? 

If so Calderdale Libraries would love to hear from you. They are starting a Reading 

Friends Chat and Natter scheme and are looking for anyone who would like to take 

part. Please contact them on 01422 288028. 

mailto:info@disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org
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Coronavirus Restrictions – What Is Changing in March & April? 

The government have published a four-step 

“roadmap” of how they plan to removed 

Coronavirus restrictions in England before 

the end of June. The first step has two 

phases, both in March, the first of which has 

now happened, whilst the second step is on 

12 April at the earliest – here are more 

details: 

Step 1: 8 March 

Schools & colleges open for all students, plus Practical HE Courses. 

• Recreation or exercise outdoors with household or one other person. No 

household mixing indoors. Wraparound childcare re-starts. 

• You should still stay at home. 

Step 1: 29 March 

• Rule of 6 or two households outdoors. No household mixing indoors. 

• Outdoor sport and leisure facilities re-open. 

• Organised outdoor sport allowed (children and adults). 

• You should still minimise travel. No holidays allowed, yet. 

• Outdoor parent & child groups allowed (up to 15 parents). 

Step 2: At least five weeks after Step 1, no earlier than 12 April. 

• Indoor leisure & gyms open for individuals or within household groups. 

• Rule of 6 or two households outdoors. No household mixing indoors. 

• Outdoor attractions such as zoos, theme parks and drive-in cinemas, plus 

Libraries and community centres all re-open. 

• Personal care premises, all retail and outdoor hospitality re-open as do all 

children’s activities, indoor parent & child groups (up to 15 parents). 

• Domestic overnight stays (household only). 

• Self-contained accommodation holidays allowed (household only). 

• You should minimise travel. No international holidays. 
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Big Boost For Changing Places Scheme 

The government has announced a new £30 million fund to install more Changing Places 

toilets in existing buildings, which will benefit more than 250,000 disabled people 

throughout England. The new investment was announced on 4th March 2021 by the 

Regional Growth Minister Luke Hall. 

Changing Places toilets are larger accessible 

toilets for people who cannot use standard 

disabled toilets, with equipment such as 

hoists, curtains, adult-sized changing 

benches and space for carers. 

Councils will be invited to “opt in” to bid for 

a proportion of the £30m funding so they can 

install facilities in their communities and 

boost the number of Changing Places toilets in existing buildings, for example leisure 

and sports, cinemas, and arts and tourism venues. 

Organisations that are interested in having a Changing Places toilet installed are 

recommended to get in touch with their relevant local authority to register their 

interest in working in partnership with them to deliver a Changing Places toilet in their 

venue or building. 

There are currently around 1,200 registered Changing Places toilets in England, but 

provision needs to increase quickly to improve access for people who cannot use 

standard accessible toilets and their carers. 

Getting Support In Calderdale 

Calderdale Council:  Register for their help by calling 

01422 392890. There is a Deaf Text Phone 

- 07776454642 - for the deaf community to utilise if 

they need any support from Gateway to Care. It is 

manned from 9am - 5pm. 

 

Disability Partnership Calderdale - Call our mobile number 07716122897 - email 

info@disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org 
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