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This week we’re going to start with a reminder that 
Coronavirus restrictions ease and shielding comes 
to an end this week. There are more details below. 

We also have good news about the Oxford coronavirus vaccine’s effectiveness and 
stories looking at how you can have your say on walking infrastructure 
improvements in Halifax and, looking a little further ahead, at the May elections in 
Calderdale. We hope you have a great Easter, too! 
 

Oxford AstraZeneca Vaccine “100% Effective” 

Interim analysis of a phase III trial has found that the vaccine produced by Oxford 

University and AstraZeneca was 79% effective at preventing symptomatic covid-19 

and 100% effective at preventing severe disease and admission to hospital. The 

results, announced in an AstraZeneca press release, have yet to be formally peer 

reviewed. 

Among the 32 449 participants, randomised 

2:1 to vaccine and placebo groups, in the 

trial, which was carried out in the US, Chile, 

and Peru, there were 141 symptomatic 

cases of covid-19, the announcement said. 

The two doses of the vaccine were 

administered four weeks apart. 

The finding that the vaccine had 80% efficacy among participants aged over 65 years 

(a fifth of the total in the trial) provides reassurance after Germany and some other 

European countries had failed to approve the vaccine for use in this age group, citing 

a lack of data.1 About 60% of the participants aged over 65 years had comorbidities 

associated with an elevated risk of severe covid-19 disease, such as diabetes, severe 

obesity, or cardiac disease. 

When Will I Be Vaccinated? 

If you are over 50 and under 60, you should be getting your vaccination invite very 

soon, if you’ve not already had it. If you are over 60 or are clinically extremely 

vulnerable and have received a letter from the Government confirming you are on 

this list of people, you can book a vaccination appointment by ringing 119. 
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Consultations: improving for walking & cycling in Halifax 

A couple of new consultations have been launched regarding improvements for 

walking and cycling in West Halifax and North Halifax.  

North Halifax Improved Streets for People: This project aims to make walking and 

cycling easier and safer and improve access between North Halifax and Halifax town 

centre. Improving facilities for cycling and walking will help people get to places more 

easily in North Halifax, including shops, workplaces, health centres and schools. 

Improved walkways, crossing places and changes to the street to reduce traffic 

speeds also aim to encourage people to walk more. 

West Halifax Improved Streets for People: This project aims make changes to 

walking in West Halifax which will benefit residents, businesses and visitors alike. 

Options being considered include traffic calming measures, and general 

improvements to pavements and public space, which will help make streets in West 

Halifax greener, healthier and more attractive. 

Calderdale Council and West Yorkshire Combined Authority are asking people to 

submit their feedback on the projects before Sunday 25 April 2021: 

• Via email: yourvoice@westyorks-ca.gov.uk (External link) 

• Via phone: 0113 245 7676 (Metroline) 

• Via post: Freepost CONSULTATION TEAM (WYCA)  

May Elections – Don’t Forget To Vote 

On 6 May 2021, we vote in local elections and the first West Yorkshire Combined 

Authority Mayoral election. The deadline to apply for a postal vote is 5pm on 20 

April, and for a proxy vote the deadline is 5pm on 27 April. Residents who are not 

registered at their current address can contact Electoral Services on 01422 393103 to 

request a form. The deadline to register to vote is midnight on Monday 19 April. 

The Council’s elections team is working hard to ensure that the voting process can be 

carried out safely. Those who choose to vote in person are encouraged to keep 

themselves and others safe by: Wearing a face covering; Bringing their own pen or 

pencil; Cleaning their hands when entering and leaving the polling station; and 

keeping a safe distance. Hand sanitiser will be available and regular cleaning will also 

take place, including touch points and polling booths. 
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Coronavirus Restrictions – Important Changes On Monday  

Some of the rules on what you can and cannot do will change on 29 March.  

From Monday 29 March: 

• you will be able to meet outdoors either in a group of 6 (from any number of 

households), or in a group of any size from up to 2 households (each household 

can include existing support bubbles, if eligible) 

• you will be able to take part in formally organised outdoor sports with any 

number of people (outdoor sports venues and facilities will be able to reopen) 

• childcare and supervised activities will be allowed outdoors for all children 

• formally organised parent and child groups will be able to take place outdoors for 

up to 15 attendees. Children under 5 will not be not counted in this number 

Shielding Set To End On Tuesday 

From Tuesday 1 April, if you have been identified as clinically extremely vulnerable 

you will no longer be advised to shield. However, you should continue to take extra 

precautions to protect yourself. It is important that you continue to keep the number 

of social interactions that you have low and try to limit the amount of time you spend 

in settings where you are unable to maintain social distancing. If you are in this 

group, you will previously have received a letter from the NHS or from your GP telling 

you this. Contact your local authority or speak to your GP if you have any concerns.  
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CALDERDALE ADVICE, SUPPORT & MENTAL HEALTH DIRECTORY 

• Calderdale Council:  Register for their 

help by calling 01422 392890. There is 

a Deaf Text Phone - 07776454642 - for 

the deaf community to utilise if they 

need any support from Gateway to 

Care. It is manned from 9am - 5pm, 

but not during out of office hours 

• NHS: for urgent medical help, use the NHS 111 online service – only call 

111 if you’re unable to get help online; for life-threatening emergencies, 

call 999 for an ambulance. For day-to-day health issues, call your GP as 

normal. 

• Samaritans: call them free, day or night, 365 days a year on 116 123 

• Calderdale NHS Mental Health Helpline: 0800 183 0558 

• West Yorkshire NHS mental health services helpline: 01924 316830  

• Childline: national helpline for children/young people 0800 1111 

• Refuge: Freephone 24-Hour National Domestic Abuse Helpline – for 

women and children against domestic violence: 0808 2000 247 

• Mental health helpline: 24 hours a day, seven days a week. This 

confidential helpline offers support and guidance to people aged 16 years 

and above who are registered with a GP practice in Calderdale, Kirklees, 

Wakefield and Barnsley by calling free on 0800 183 0558. 

• Safespace is run by Healthy Minds and provides out of hours support for 

people in emotional distress. It is open every evening from 6pm to 

10.30pm, with calls taken up to 10pm. Call 01422 345154, contact by 

Facebook (Safespace Calderdale) or email 

safespace@healthymindscalderdale.co.uk 

• The Silver Line on 0800 470 8090 is a free confidential helpline providing 

information, friendship and advice to older people, open 24 hours a day 

• Disability Partnership Calderdale - Call our mobile number 07716122897 

- email info@disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org 

mailto:info@disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org
http://www.disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org/
mailto:safespace@healthymindscalderdale.co.uk
mailto:info@disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org

