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Welcome to the latest Disability Partnership 

Calderdale newsletter. This week we’ve got two 

main features, one on how and where to get a 

Coronavirus test in Calderdale; the other looking at the new Access to Work funding 

for people with disabilities.  There’s also the usual round up of other news items and 

advice. As ever, there’s lots more on our website. Have a great week! 

 

We’re Distributing Visors to Local Businesses 

Here at Disability Partnership 
Calderdale we’ve been given a supply 
of over a hundred PPE visors by 
Andrew Hinton from Calder 
Community Cares.  

We’ve worked with local business 
organisations and direct with a range 
shops and cafes in Halifax to distribute 
these visors Local businesses that 
have benefitted include Boothtown 
News , Boothtown Post Office, Cost Cutters, various Piece Hall shops, and the newly 
re-opened Top Door Espresso coffee shop on Alexandra St. 

Sport Centres and Libraries Re-Opening 

Calderdale Council is reopening more sports and leisure facilities and libraries 

following the recent reopening of the Central Library and Archives in Halifax. 

Sport & Fitness Centres re-openings (including tennis courts) are due as follows: 

• Weds 9 Sept: Brighouse Pool/Fitness Centre & Todmorden Sports Centre 

• Weds 16 Sept: Sowerby Bridge Pool and Fitness Centre 

Libraries - the Council is now able to safely reopen its other Hub libraries, as follows: 

• Weds 9 Sept: Brighouse Library& Todmorden Libraries 

• Weds 16 Sept: Hebden Bridge, King Cross & Sowerby Bridge Libraries 
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Covid-19 in Calderdale – Testing & Getting Tested  
Calderdale Council have provided more 

information about Coronavirus testing in 

the area. Approximately 90% of test results 

will be received within 24 hours and the rest 

within 48 hours. Calderdale’s testing 

strategy aims to: 

• Increase the amount of testing 

undertaken in the borough 

• Improve access to testing for residents 

• Use intelligence to target testing at people in high risk areas, settings and 

occupations, whether or not they have symptoms 

 

Covid-19 in Calderdale – How/Where to access a test 
People with symptoms of COVID-19 can access testing by calling 119. You will be able 

to choose from: 

• A regional drive in centre in Leeds or Bradford 

• A local mobile testing unit at Todmorden or Mixenden (one will soon be 

visiting Brighouse too) 

• The local walk-up centre at Asda, Thrum Hall Lane, Halifax which can be 

attended without an appointment 

• Arranging a postal test kit to be sent to your home 

 

Covid-19 in Calderdale – Testing High Risk Groups 

Calderdale are also offering tests to groups of people at a greater risk of being 

exposed to COVID-19 because of their living or working conditions.  

• NHS staff can access routine testing through their employer 

• Care home staff and residents are routinely offered testing every two weeks.  

• They are developing a testing programme for people in high risk occupations 

starting with taxi drivers 

• They are working with the Gov’t and voluntary/community groups on a 

community testing programme in areas with a high incidence of COVID-19 
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New Government help on offer from Access to Work 

The Government’s Access to Work scheme has been extended to offer new help for 

disabled people working from home during the pandemic. Disabled people can now 

benefit from financial support to work from home and people who are clinically 

extremely vulnerable can get new applications for grant funding fast-tracked. 

Funding can now cover taxi fares and public transport costs if a health condition 

prevents you from travelling on public transport during the pandemic. 

Overview 

Access to Work is a publicly funded employment support programme that aims to 

help more disabled people start or stay in work. It can provide practical and financial 

support if you have a disability or long term physical or mental health condition. An 

Access to Work grant can pay for practical support to help you: start working; stay in 

work; move into self-employment or start a business. 

The grant is not for business start-up costs. How much you get depends on your 

circumstances. The money does not have to be paid back and will not affect your 

other benefits. 

• Find more information at www.gov.uk/access-to-work/what-youll-get 

• Or, telephone: 0800 121 7479, textphone: 0800 121 7579 

• Or write to  

Access to Work,  

Operational Support Unit,  

Harrow Jobcentre Plus,  

Mail Handling Site A,  

Wolverhampton WV98 1JE 

You will be asked what help and support you need when you apply. Access to Work 

will also contact your employer for more information. 

When you contact the Access to Work team, you may need: your National Insurance 

number; your workplace address, including your postcode; the name, email address 

and work phone number of a workplace contact, for example your manager; your 

UTR number (if you’re self-employed); the name of your New Enterprise Allowance 

mentor (if you have one).  
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Getting Medical Help – A Mini Guide 

While everyone is being told to observe social distancing, it 

can be hard to know what to do if you're unwell. Here’s a 

quick NHS guide on what to do. 

• For help from a GP – use your GP surgery's website, use an online service or 

app, or call the surgery. 

• For urgent medical help – use the NHS 111 online service, or call 111 if you're 

unable to get help online. 

• For life-threatening emergencies – call 999 for an ambulance. 

• If you're advised to go to hospital, it's important to go. 

Finding Advice & Support in Calderdale  

 

Calderdale Council: The council have a package to support the borough’s most 

vulnerable residents. You can register for their help by calling 01422 392890.  

Citizens’ Advice: Citizens’ Advice provide advice and support on a wide range of 

financial and benefit issues -Tel: 0300 330 9048 

Disability Support Calderdale: helping disabled people to fill out funding applications 

for benefits and offering other financial advice. Please call/text: 07944 511 716 

The NHS’s Volunteer Responders The NHS has an army of Volunteer Responders 

who are available to help a range of ways - please call 0808 196 3646 (8am to 8pm) - 

you should only get in touch if you are elderly, disabled or otherwise very vulnerable. 

Disability Partnership Calderdale - Call our mobile number 07716122897 email 

info@disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org 

 

mailto:info@disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org
http://www.disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org/

