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WELCOME! 
Welcome to the latest Disability Partnership Calderdale newsletter. This week we are 

highlighting a new survey we are running into the experiences of disabled people 

whilst shopping during Coronavirus. This survey is only available online (see advert 

below).   

 

The rest of the newsletter is devoted to face coverings, which become compulsory in 

shops from 24 July – we have the details, plus a simple instructions so you can 

“make-your-own” face covering. As ever, there’s always lots more information on 

masks and more our website – www.disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org - Stay safe 

and have a good week! 
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Face Masks/Coverings Compulsory in Shops From 25 July 

Wearing a face covering in shops and supermarkets in England is set to become 

compulsory in England from 24 July. Currently, the public are advised to wear 

coverings in enclosed public spaces, where they may encounter people they would 

not usually meet, plus face coverings have been compulsory on public transport in 

England since 15 June. 

 

Children under 11 and those with certain disabilities will be exempt (see below). The 

new mandatory rule for face coverings in shops is not expected to apply to retail 

staff. Face Coverings have become a way of life for a lot of people, with more than 

half of adults surveyed by the Office for National Statistics in the first week of July 

saying they used a covering while outside their home. 

 

Enforcement: The latest rules for shops will be enforced by the police, with anyone 

disregarding them at risk of a fine of up to £100. This will be reduced to £50 if people 

pay within 14 days. While shop workers will be encouraged to prompt customers to 

comply, they will not be expected to enforce the rules, allaying unions’ concerns 

about their involvement. 

 

Face Mask Wearing Exemptions 

Some people are exempt from wearing face coverings due to health conditions or 

age or equality reasons.  You do not need to wear a face covering if you have a 

reasonable reason not to. These include: 

• not being able to put on, wear or remove a face covering because of a physical 

or mental illness or impairment, or disability 

• if putting on, wearing or removing a face covering will cause you severe 

distress 

• if you are travelling with or providing assistance to someone who relies on lip 

reading to communicate 

• to avoid harm or injury, or the risk of harm or injury, to yourself or others 

• to take medication  
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Making a simple face covering  

You will need the following: two or three 25cm x 25cm squares of cotton fabric, two 
20cm pieces of elastic (or string or cloth strips), needle and thread, scissors 

 
Step 1: Cut out 25cm x 25cm squares of cotton fabric. Stack the squares on top of 
each other. 
Step 2: Fold over one side by 0.75cm and hem, then repeat on the opposite side. 
Make 2 channels by folding the double layer of fabric over 1.5cm along each side and 
stitching this down. 

 
Step 3: Run a 20cm length of elastic (or string or cloth strip) through the wider hem 
on each side of the face covering. These will be the ear loops. Use a large needle to 
thread it through. Tie the ends tightly. 
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Step 4: Gently pull on the elastic so that the knots are tucked inside the hem. Gather 
the sides of the covering on the elastic and adjust so the covering fits your face. Then 
securely stitch the elastic in place to keep it from slipping. These elastic loops fit over 
the ears. 

 

Face coverings should not be used by children under the age of 3 or those who may 
find it difficult to manage them correctly. For example, primary age children 
unassisted, or those with respiratory conditions. Always take care to use equipment 
safely to avoid injury. Children should only follow these instructions under the 
supervision of adult. 

More ideas: www.bigcommunitysew.co.uk or www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-52609777 
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