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WELCOME! 
Welcome to the latest Disability Partnership Calderdale newsletter. This week we 

have a couple of favours to ask of you, supporting two projects we are involved in. 

There’s also more detail on the August 1st pausing of shielding and a look at one 

member of the scientific community’s spin on mask wearing. 

 

As ever, there’s always lots more information and up-to-date advice on our website – 

www.disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org - Stay safe and have a good week! 

 

Survey – Your Experiences of Health Care During Coronavirus 

Along with Healthwatch Calderdale and local NHS 

organisations, we would like to ask you for your help! 

Have you used any Health or Care services since 

lockdown began? Or have you visited someone, or 

helped someone who was attending a health or care 

setting? For example, a GP surgery, Hospital, Pharmacy or Care Setting? 

 

If so, we would really appreciate it if you could spare ten minutes to tell us about it 

over the phone, so that we can feed your experiences back to the NHS. We can do 

this by either talking to you or texting you. We are currently working in partnership 

with Healthwatch Calderdale and local NHS organisations to understand the issues, 

whether positive or negative, that people may have experienced when accessing 

health and care services during lockdown. 

 

If you would like to share your NHS experiences with us, please call us or text us on 

the number below to register your interest. One of our workers will take your details 

and we will call you / text you back at a time to suit you, to go through the ten- 

minute survey at your convenience. 

 

We would really appreciate your input on this matter and look forward to hearing 

from you. Please call or text us on 07716 122897 
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Request BSL Option on West Yorks Devolution Consultation? 

Michelle Gerrard, Calderdale’s Coordinator for the Deaf & Hard of Hearing is on a 

mission. She wants to encourage the people behind the consultation into whether 

West Yorkshire should have a mayor (like London and Manchester, for example), to 

add a BSL video into their range of information about the plans. And she needs your 

support! The consultation period is open until 19th July. Would you like to see a BSL 

video explaining the process? If so, please get in touch with Michelle who will pass on 

your support to the relevant bodies. 

 - Email:  michelle.gerrard@calderdale.gov.uk  

 - or TEXT: 07841784167 

See the following article for more on the devolution deal and consultation. 

More About The West Yorkshire Devolution Deal Consultation:  

Implementation of the West Yorkshire 

devolution deal, worth more than £1.8 

billion, will see more decisions about the 

region taken here instead of London and 

more investment for the things that matter 

to local people, especially in key areas for 

our future like transport, skills, the economy 

and climate change. 

The deal will also provide more essential 

funding and powers to help our region 

recover from the Covid-19 pandemic. This is 

one of the primary reasons why progress 

continues to be made quickly to ensure we are ready for a mayoral election in May 

2021 to unlock the full potential of the deal.  

A public consultation has now launched and will run until 19 July 2020 on the deal 

and proposals for a directly elected mayor. Please take part and share your views as 

part of this. There are a number of ways to engage, including: 

Telephone - Calling the freephone telephone number 0800 141 3657 

Mail - using the freepost address: Freepost WY Devolution Consultation (no stamp 

needed). 

mailto:info@disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org
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Shielding To Pause on 1st August – What Does This Mean? 

From 1 August, the government will pause shielding unless the transmission of 

COVID-19 in the community starts to rise significantly. 

This means that the government will no 

longer be advising you to shield. The support 

from the National Shielding Service of free 

food parcels, medicine deliveries and care 

will stop, though NHS Volunteer Responders 

will carry on delivering the food you buy, 

prescriptions and essential items to you if 

you need it.  

Shielding people will still be eligible for 

priority supermarket slots (if you have 

registered by 17 July). 

However, you need to remain aware that you 

are still at risk of severe illness if you catch coronavirus, so stay at home as much as 

you can and continue to take precautions when you do go out. You can do this by 

washing your hands regularly, avoiding touching your face and keeping 2 metres 

away from people outside of your household or bubble wherever possible. 

From 1 August, you’ll be advised you could go out to more places and see more 

people, for example, the advice is: 

• you can go to work, as long as the workplace is COVID-secure – but carry on 

working from home if you can 

• children who are clinically extremely vulnerable can go back to school (when 

the rest of their class goes back) 

• you can go outside to buy food, to places of worship and for exercise – keeping 

2 metres away wherever possible 

Obviously, we all need to make the correct decisions for ourselves. In the following 

article, a leading member of the scientific community looks at the growing evidence 

that mask wearing is something we should all be prepared to do in certain 

circumstances. 
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Science: Royal Society President Endorses Mask Wearing 
Everyone should have a face covering to help tackle the COVID-19 pandemic and they should not 
leave home without having one in their possession according to the President of the Royal Society, 
Venki Ramakrishnan. However, the British public remain much less likely to wear face coverings in 
public compared to other countries, including the United States. 
 
Venki Ramakrishnan said: “The virus has not been 
eliminated, so as we lift lockdown and people increasingly 
interact with each other we need to use every tool we have 
to reduce the risk of a second wave of infection.  There are 
no silver bullets but alongside hand washing and physical 
distancing, we also need everyone to start wearing face 
coverings, particularly indoors in enclosed public spaces 
where physical distancing is often not possible. 
 
“The UK is way behind many countries in terms of wearing 
masks and clear policies and guidelines about mask wearing 
for the public.  The public have taken to handwashing and 
distancing but remain sceptical about face coverings.  You only need to go on public transport, 
where they are supposed to be mandatory, to see how many people are ignoring this new rule 
based on the growing body of evidence that wearing a mask will help protect others – and might 
even protect you. 
 
“People may rightly ask why you have to wear a mask on a train but not in a shop.  If guidance is 
inconsistent people will follow their own preferences. There are multiple factors as to why the 
public have not taken to face coverings.  The message has not been clear enough so perhaps people 
do not really understand the benefits or are not convinced of them. Whatever the reasons, we 
need to overcome our reservations and wear face coverings whenever we are around others in 
public. 
 
“It used to be quite normal to have quite a few drinks and drive home, and it also used to be 
normal to drive without seatbelts. Today both of those would be considered antisocial, and not 
wearing face coverings in public should be regarded in the same way. If all of us wear one, we 
protect each other and thereby ourselves, reducing transmission. We lower the chances of future 
surges and lockdowns which are economically and psychologically disruptive, and we increase the 
chance of eliminating the virus. Not doing so increases the risk for everyone. 
 
“Wearing a mask did not bother our Italian, French or Spanish neighbours, none of whom were 
used to wearing one before the pandemic yet now do so routinely. So just treat it as another item 
of clothing that is part of the new normal and wear it whenever you cannot socially distance safely. 
It the right thing to do, and a small price to pay, to help keep infections down and the economy 
open in the pandemic.” 
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